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"DAYTONA BEACH — It was sup-
posed to be a season-ending,
speed celebration filled with
ha and joy among com-
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been very tough.

“This isn't about a news
bulletin that some company is
closing its doors. It's about rela-
tionships you have formed with
people, and thinking about how
this effects them and their fami-
lies and their futures.”

On Thursday, Harley-David-
son announced it would disconti-
nue its Buell Sporthike division,
which turned Saturday’s Fay-
tona 8 Hour motorcycle race into
what many believed a farewall
perrnrmance for Buell's road-
racing effo

The No. 13 Westb) Racing Ya-
maha, shared by Dustin Meador,
Josh Hayes, Jeff Wood and Dane
Westby, captured overall honors
by turning 247 laps over the
A.51-mile road course,

“This is awesome,” Meador
sald from Victory Lane.

Second place went to the No. 18
Suzuki of Jason DiSalvo, Chris
Ulrich and Martin Cardenas.

were two laps behind,

The No. 49 Touring Sport Duc-
shop Ducati was third. The t
GT2 bike was the No. 77 Ducati,
which finished gixth overail.

For most of this day, the atten-
tion was on the efforts and strug-
gles of the two Buell teams.

The No. 70 James Gang Buell
spent almost two hours on pit
road changing engines, while
the No. 41 Liberty Waves Buell
retired three hours from the fin-
ish with an engine failure.

Mike Kirkpatrick led the life-
saving mechanical efforts on the
No, 70 Buell, 50 a Buell would
take the checkered flag. He was
in tears after the en
wﬂsmmpleto.

o | came down here to win this
race,” said Kirkpatrick. “That
would have been

“It's a really great bike,” he
said. * "ve done a
job with it. We have followed

Buell since they started. For pri-
vateers like us, they've been
w;nr good to us. This is a true

shame.”

Buell had a breakout year in
AMA competition. Rider Dalmy
Eslick captured the AMA I iy
tona Sportbike championship
aboard the Richie Morris
Racmg/BmmRossmemBuell.

“This is American engi-
neering and ingenuity at its
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The No. 41 Liberty Waves Racing Buell 1125R racer raises his
arm to signal to other riders that he is having mechanical
trouble Saturday at Daytona International Speedway.
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Today's schedule
B a.m.; Start of practice sessjons
9:30 a.m.: Start of siclap CCS
Sprints in this order: 1. Middleweight
GP (EX & AM), 2. 125GP (EX & AM) /
Ultra Light SuperBike, 3. HW

best,"” Kirkpatrick said of the
Buell. “And, we're going to fin-
Ish this race."

The No. 70 Buell finished 14th,
the Iast bike to take the flag at
the finish line.

The No. 41 Buell never made it
back to Daytona's road course, It

swap. . start of

‘s race.

“Tt broke a rod," sald oneof the
crew, “We really wanted to fin-
ish this race, on account of the
g'nlatmnatlmel] Yeah, definite-
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SATURDAY
8 Hours At Daytona AMA Pro
SunTrust Moto-GT Series

1 Towirg Sport Ducshop Ducal, ety
Molnit Linc, Hawk Maczolta, Ducali,
4. F & B Motoraports, Wichael Barmes, Prat Caue
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1 a.m.; Course closed for lunch
break

‘Noon: Start of AMA Pro Supersport
{12 laps)

1 p.m_-'gsm einht-lan races i this




